COOPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH
within the limits of this commune, is turned into a Coop-
erators' Retreat. Under this happy regime no cooperator
can do wrong. Our only culprits are recalcitrants, suspects,
incorrigibles, survivals, and other would-be perpetuators of
the old regime of monoply and capitalistic extortion. Such
persons are compelled to expiate their selfishness and in-
civism by hard labor, but they are taken for this purpose
into the households or factories of the members of the
Board of Ethical Control, where they are subject to ethical
discipline and produce those things which are essential to
the community and which the Board of Ethical Control
contracts to provide. The employments are such as free
cooperators consider disagreeable, unhealthy, or degrading.
The Committee of Inquiry into Incivism is a committee
of the Board of Ethical Control and has the high and im-
portant duty of watching over cooperative duties. Its
number and members are unknown, lest they should be
objects of malice. Its sessions and procedure are secret.
It employs 100 agents but has a right to command
the services at any time of all cooperators. Com-
plaints of incivism may be lodged night or day by any
cooperator in the lion's mouth in the court of the Coopera-
tive Hall (ancient United States postoffice).
The Committee proceeds against persons guilty of in-
civism by boycotts chiefly. This measure puts the culprit
outside the pale of the Commonwealth which he has
maligned or in which he has refused to take his share. Such
persons become vagabonds, and disappear or perish.
The chapter on cooperative religion is in the form of a
catechism and is to be thoroughly learned by heart by all
pupils* It inculcates the doctrines of our social creed by
which each one is bound to serve the health, wealth, and
happiness of every other. Those who have the means of
material enjoyment shall put them at the disposition and
use of those who have them not. It impresses above all the